
Motor Carrier 
Classification



Motor Fuels Tax Division

Motor Carrier Classifications:

1 Interstate Intrastate

IFTA/IRP NCHFUT

North Carolina Department of Revenue

User

 Qualified

Records Required

Decals Required

User

0 thru 10,000 lbs 10,001 thru 26,000 lbs

Records Not Required

Over 26,000 lbs or   
3 or more axles

Decals Not Required Decals Not Required

Non-Qualified Non-Qualified

Records Required



User
Vehicles weighing 10,001 pounds and greater
Licensing Requirements
• 10,001 through 26,000: decals not required
• 26,001 and greater: decals required 

Both are required to keep mileage and fuel 
records
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User Required 
Documentation

Must retain all fuel receipts (highway 
and non-highway)
Quarterly odometer readings 
Purchase and disposition dates of 
vehicles
List of current vehicles by registered 
gross weight
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Bulk End-User
Maintains storage facilities for motor fuel 
and uses part or all of the fuel in a motor 
vehicle
Not required to be licensed 
Required to keep mileage and fuel 
records
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Bulk End-User Required 
Documentation

Must retain all fuel receipts (highway and non-
highway)
Withdrawal statements of highway and non-
highway fuel from bulk storage
Quarterly odometer readings
Purchase and disposition dates of vehicles
List of vehicles by registered gross weight
Meter readings and physical inventory 
readings
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Non-Qualified Motor Vehicle
A vehicle having a GVW or registered 
GVW of 26,000 pounds or less
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http://apps.dealerconnection.com/dealers/cloningerfordsales/usedvehicles?_flowExecutionKey=_cC5EA3E57-3811-EC64-0B4F-3B679D8474DA_k3F679B43-2FAF-B66E-1FCF-969EC29A9583&_eventId_vehicledetails=true&vin=1FTPW14V86KC76674&dealerPACode=00916


Qualified Motor Vehicle / 
Apportionable Vehicle

A vehicle having a GVW or 
registered GVW of 26,001 
pounds or greater

or
Having 3 or more axles 
regardless of weight 

or
Used in combination when 
the weight of such 
combination exceeds 
26,000 pounds
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Qualified Motor Carrier
Interstate carrier

A licensee that travels outside North Carolina
Licensed as IFTA/IRP          

International Fuel Tax Agreement
International Registration Plan

Intrastate carrier
A licensee that does not travel outside North 
Carolina
Licensed as NCHFU           

North Carolina Highway Fuel Use
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All Qualified Motor Carriers Are 
Required to Maintain Source 
Documentation for Miles and Fuel 
Regardless If They Are Licensed 
As  Interstate or Intrastate.
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Special Mobile EquipmentSpecial Mobile Equipment
Effective January 1, 2009, Special Mobile Equipment 
vehicles that meet the definition of a qualified motor 
vehicle are required to have a fuel license and decal. 
SME that travel interstate must file an IFTA return.
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